












































rights to land, rights to the use of water, timber, and minerals, and
2

rights to hunt and fish » Within the United States! trust responsibility

owing to the Indians, which services are now rendered by the Department
of the Interior or by the Department of Justice > but nothing in this
Act shall absolve the Department of the Interior and the Department of
Justice of their responsibilities to the Indians, except that the
Department of Justice as of the effective date of this Act or as soon
thereafter as practicable, is .relieved of its responsibility to Indians
with regerd to their rights or claims to natural resources, including,
but not limited to, rights to land, rights to the use of water, timber,
minerals, and rights to hunt and fish. The legal services performed
pursuvant to this section may include, but shall not be limited to,

the investigation and inventorying of Indians' land and water rights,
and the preparation and trial and appeal of cases in all courts, before
Federal, State, and local commissions, and in all administrative
proceedings.

SEC. 9. The Authority, with the consent of an aggrieved Indian,
Indian tribe, band or other identifiable group of Indians, acting in
the name of the United States as trustee for the Indians, may initiate
and prosecute to juélgmen‘c in all courts of the United States and of
the States, against the United States, its departments, agencies,
officers and employees, or against any of the States, fheir sub-

divisions, departments and agencies, or against persons and cOrporas.
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In supsectlon (?) of section 2, if the Secretary determines that any
?rogrum Or service assumed by an Indian tribe is being accomplished
in a manner which would violate the rights or endanger the health
safety or welfare of individual Tndians served by such program or,
service or that there has been gross negligence or mismanagement

in the use of Federal funds provided pursuant to this proposal, the
Secretary may reassume control of the program or service under such
regulations as he may prescribe but only after Providing notice and
hearing to the Indian tribal organization involved that he plans to
reassume the program or service. The Secretary is authorized to
retain the service or program until he is satisfied the problems
causing him to reassume the service or program have been corrected.

Subsection (£) of section 2 provides that in the allocation of funds
for programs and services to Indians, those Indian tribal organizations
which assume control or operation of programs or services pursuant to
this proposal or retrocedecontrol or operation to the Secretary, shall
be treated in the same manner as they would have been if the control
and operation of the program or service had been maintained continuously
by the Federal government.

Section 3 authorizes the Secretary, upon the request of any Indian
group, to detail any Civil Service employee for a period of up to 180
days to assist the Indian group in its control or operation of a
program or service transferred pursuant to this proposal. This section
also provides that the Secretary may, upon a showing of need bwvap
Indian group for a continuing need for the services of the detailed
employee, extend the detail of the employee for a period of not to
exceed 180 days.

Section 4 provides that nothing in this proposal shall be 1n:arp:etedg
as authorizing or requiring the termination of any existing‘\rus
responsibility of the United States with respect to Indians.
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"For years we have talked about encouraging Indians to

r self-detemﬁnation, but our Progress hag
never been commensurate with our Promises, Part of the
reason for this situati hreat of termination,
But another reason is the fact that when a decision is
made as to whether a Federal brogram will be turned over
to Indian aahninistration, it is the Federal authorities
and not the Ingian people who finally make that decision.

"This situation should be reversed. In my Judgment, it should
be up to the Indian tribe to determine whether it is willing

and able to assume administrative responsibility for a service
Program which is presently administered by a Federal agency."

This proposal will give any Indian tribe, band or group or community
the right to request and assume the control to any program or service
now extended to it by the Bureau of Indian Affairs of the Department
of the Interior or the Indian health service program of the Publie
Health Service of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,
These two program areas are the ones that deal most directly with our
Indian people.

If any Indian group decides it is willing and able to assune adminis-
trative responsibility for a service or program Whi(:l-l is presently
administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs ortmbl;.c Hea.l:il g:_rvic_e

i an request that such service or program be turned over e
‘;'}t;ecturn 3111 be made after the tribe has consulted with the Deparhnenjb
that is to transfer the service or Progrem and has worked out a plan
for the operation and control of the program or service to be
transferred and submits the plan with its formal request.

The program or service will be transferred to the Ind%anssé:‘rthsy_:
persist in their request even if, in the judegment of the Sec
of the appropriate Department, they are not adequatgly equippﬂd 3
control or operate the program or service, The transfer will l
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welfare of individuals Served by such rogram op
service, or (2) Bross negligence or mismanagement in the handling op use
of Federal “unds provided to the erganizati on Pursuant to thig Act, the
Secretary may, under regulations Presceribed by him, aftep providing notice

and hearing to such Indian tribal organization, reassume control or

operation of such program or service if he determines that the organization

has nut taken corrective action as rrescribed by the Secretary. The

Secretary may retain control of such Program or service until such time

as he is satisfied that the violations of rights, endengerment of health;

safety, or welfare, or the gross negligence cor mismanagement which
necessitated the reassumption has been corrected as indicated by the
plan accompanying a request by an Indian tribal organization to again
take control or operation of such Program or service.

(£) 1In the sllocation of available funds, Indian tribal organizaticns

that assume control or operation of programs or services under the provisiops
of this Act, or retrocede control or operation to the Secretary, shall be
treated in the same manner ag they would be if the control or opsration

had been maintainea continuously by the Federal povernment.





































